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SOME REMARKS ON EZEK{EL XIII. 22. 


Because with lies ye have made the heart 
of the righteous sad, whom I have not 
made sad ; and strengthened the hands 
of the wicked, that he should not return 
from his wicked way, by promising him 
life. 

Our clergy bring this. passage to shew, 
that those, who preach the doctrine of uni- 
versal salvation, are the prophets here in- 
tended, and that the hearts of righteous 
men are made sad because that doctrine ié 
preached. Whereas there wes no such 
thing ever entered the mind of the prophet 
in penning these words. | 

They were spoken against the false 
prophetesses, who, to counteract the true 
prophets, promised the people life, i. e. ex- 
emption from the judgments threatened a- 


Hypoth- 


Conclu- 


Proved. } 


Proved. 


3 Endless misery is threatened 
against every sinner. 
If this threatening be inflict- 
ed,uaiversal damnation follows. 
If the threatening be not in- 
flicted, then truth is violated. 


Thus. it is plain, on the supposition of 


e318. 


sion. 


such a threatening, that all mankind must 
be endlessly miserable, or the truth of God 
be violated in the salvation of any part. 


But according to the minor proposition, 


some of mankind are saved consistently 
with the truth of God. 


See this proposition in brief. 

Some of mabkind are saved. 
Mat. i. 21. xviii. 11. 

Such as are saved, are saved 


consistently with the truth of 
God. Heb. vi. 18. Titus i. 2. 


gainst Jerusalem and the nation of Israel. 

The righteous, who believed in the cer- 
tainty of the threatened calamities, were 
‘made sad, and the hands of the wicked were 
strengthened thereby, that they should not 
return from their wicked ways. 

It is very evident, in tir erse, thet the 
calamities threatened were temporal ; and 
no where in the bible, is there a _ threaten- 
ing of calamities, which are endless. We 
are willing to rest the truth of this remark on 
the following proposition, viz. If endless 
misery were ever threatened against sinners, 
no individual of mankind could be saved 
consistently with the truth of God: But 
some of mankind are saved consistently 
with the truth of God; therefore endless 
misery was never threatened. 

For the major proposition ; (if endless 
misery were ever threatened against sin- 
ners, no individual of mankind could be 
saved consistently with the truth of God ;) 
we argue, that ali mankind, who have sin- 
nied, must be the objects of such a threat- 
ening, if God ever made it. Now how could 
sich a threatening consist with truth and 
ihe threatening never be put in execution ¢ 
and how could an individual ever be saved 
if such a threatening were executed ? 

See this proposition in brief. 

§{ All mankind have sinned, 


i] . 
Proved. < a “an saa 
4 Rom. iii. 25. iii. 12, and iii. 19. 


It is evident from this proposition that 
some of mankind are and will be saved,and 
if so they were never threatened with end- 
less misery ; for God cannot. lie, which he 
must have done, if he had ever threatened 
such a punishment aad pet inflicted it.— 
Our limitarian bretaren may, 1 this Case, 
suppose the number of the saved to be as 
small as they please, it will not help them’ 
out of thein absurdities ; for if endless dam- 
nation were threatened against every sinner, 
and yet but one from the whole human fam- 
ily were saved, the truth of God would be 
violated in his salvation. Why? Because 
God did not act agreeably to his word or 
threatening, but contrary to it. In short it 
would be, that God said one thing and did 
another. Hence, it follows, that the con. 
clusion of our syllogism is undeniable, viz. 
that endless miseiy was never threatened. 
Hence, likewise, it follows, that neither this 
text nor any other, which our opponents 
bring forward as a proof of end!ess misery, 
are to be admitted as such ; andif we care- 
fully examine the connecticn, we shall find 
that they are confined to the present world 
and to the calamities of this life. 

I conclude, therefore, that the above pas- 
sage was interprewed in a manner, which 
neither reason nor scripture can support ; 
and while our limitarians would insinuate, 
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that the righteous are made sad because 

that God is represented as universally good; 

that. therefore, they make the sensible part 

of mankind wuch more sad, by their wo- 

warrantabie insinuations iket he is partially 
ood to the vielation of truth. 

Mr. M. whose request for an explanation 
on this passage, appeared in pape <0, ol 
vol. 2, wiliexcuse my delay in aiswering 
him, and, likewise,my brevity in tuis repiy: 
I chose te begin wath the principle of the 
inconsistenry of the threatening of endless: 
misery, while ihe salvation of any ope is 
pretended ; im order that this reply micit 
answer the objections raised from othe: 
Similar passages as well as this. 

I conclude by saying, that if endless mis- 
ery we any where in the bible, threatened 3} 
then ne man cap be saved; bit the moment 
I could find ihe threat ning of endless mis- 
ery against simmers 5 and vet a part or all 
these sinners saved 3 T should conclude that 
the Bible was a fergery.-—Lorror. 





Some further remarks on Mr. V.oncivy’s 
Discourse, delivered et Cayuga Creek, 
Lord’s day, Feb. 15, 1824. 

Mr. Longly, after asserting that Christ 
did not die because he was in the common 
lot of mortality with the rest of mankind, 
&e. &e. said, that Christ died by laying 
down his own life, which wan was act able 
te take from him. What will Mr. Lonely 
do with what Leake cays in the acts of the 
apostles ? chap. ii. 23~-Ye have taken and 
by wicked han’s have crucified and slain. 
Acts. iii. 15, And killed the prince of lite, 
whom God hath raised from ine dead.— 
Matth xvii. 28. And Christ said they shall 
kill him. Mark, x. 34, Shall spit upow him 
and kill him. Luke, xviii, 33, And 
they shall scourge him and put him to 
death. 

These evidences are sufficient to prove 
to every unprejudiced mind, that the Jews, 
by the order of Pilate and by the hand of 
Roman soldiers, did put Christ to death ; 
they killed him; they teok away his liie. 
Now, bow cou'd Mr. L. tell the people that 
mo man could rake the life of Christ. We 
grant that they could not unless that they 
had power w do its but man did do it; 
thecisre aon had power todo it. Did not 
Chyict say, this is your hovy and the power 
of cdariness? Luke, xxii. 53. But how 





edge of God, neither the Jews nor Romang 
could have toek away his lifes therefore 
when Christ seid no man taketh my life 
from me, Lut E lay it down of myself; it jg 
evideat that he meant, that no mean could 


| do it contrary to his will and the will of 


providence: for he did resign himself intg 
their hands. 

It was expected that Mr. L. would have’ 
told us why Chrisi laid down his life. It ig 
truv, that he said. that Christ laid down his 
life for sinners. But how his death was 
'«neficial for sinners, or how their ealva- 
inma was eficeted by it, hetold us not. Af. 
ier dating that man did not take the Life of 
Christ, bat that Christ laid down his own 
life 5 he, simply, said that he laid it down 
for sinners: and then informed his hearers 
that he merited nothing towards the salva- 
tion of sinners. We leave it to every can 
did person to judge, what informatien an 
assembly could receive from such a medley 
o) incoherent expression without any proof 
or reasoning on the subject. 

The death of Christ (as all will allow) 
was one of the must important transactions 
r corded in the sacred writings: its design 

ad necessity in the economy of man’s sal- 
vation, is that, which every master in Isra 
el ought, fully, to understand. — Every 
rmerson of common understanding, — es- 
pecially if such an one allows himself to 
think, must know that nothing can be mere 
ited uf God; but the point. in which men 
ought to be informed, is, why the death of 
Christ was necessary, or how and for what 
reason hisdeath was available towards man’s 
salvation. Dut this, from Mr. L. we have 
not learned. 

Mr. L. has much to say, about the terms 
of the gospel, with which sinners must con 
ply. lt is gr atly to be regretted, that 
teachers of religion should so far deviate 
from every principle of gospel, as to hold 
up life and saivation on the principle of 
fav. One minute’s reflection, by any per- 
son unshackled by tradition, is sufficient to 
convinee him, that if there be terms or con- 
ditions of salvation, then the salvation of 
what is culled the gospel, is as really lowal, 
as that, whieh vecuires us. to do Ged lve. 
dut such is the preachine of a great part ol 
the clergy + they 


wofess to preac) the coe 


' 
’ 
in ‘ ; . gies ; ' 
pet : but. i precehing, (vey dcmy 1. 
Rien in all - and eountries fave been 
1 - ¢ 





the: cheli tre sevptures bo fulfilled that 


thus i. must be? Mat. xxsi. 54 


prone to desire iaer salvation on the feo 


ing of their own works. Grace, the grace 
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man could bave tahen his life. if he aod, jo the full and fee salvation of all 
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and reason support; is, nevertheless, the 
most disagreeable to tic scli-righteous and 
pharisaical part of :naakind, of any eves 
taught. And such men are the fast either 
to believe or enjoy the gospel. ‘The best 
of news is thus treated with contempt, and 
meu, from a false, mistaken notion, have 


substituted law for gosp-l; andthe selfr.gh- | 


teous part have flattered themselves ith 
the approbation of God and the enjoyment 
of bliss, while they are ready and willing 
to deal damaation round the land on all 
they are pleased to term unbelievers. 

We have no expectation that Mr. Long- 
iy will think himself obliged to reconsider 
the absurdities, which he has advanced, or 
to acknowledge any such thing, though a 
man should declare it untohim. We shail, 
flotwithstanding, view it our duty to pot 
out such absurdities, although he with oth- 
ers, may say, that in thus doing, you re- 
proach us also.—Eprror. 





To the Rev. D. Bancock, of Buffalo. 
EXAMINATION OF THE EpiscorpaL Care- 
CHISM, &C. 

(Continucd from page 45.) 
Extracts, pages 27, 28. 

“Q. Which is the 5th Article of the Creed? 

A. He descended into hell; the third 
day he rose again from the dead. 

Q. What understand you by Christ’s de- 
scent into hell ? 

A. That his soul went into that invisible 
place, where departed souls are kept from 
the hour of death to the day of judgment. 
Christ said to the penitent thief, 1o day 
thou shalt be with mein paradise. Luke 
Xxili, 43. 

(. How is that place properly called ? 

A. Itiscalled Hades, which signifies an 
invisible place. 

Q. Is the proper hell of torments called 
by this name ? 

A. No; it is called in scripture, in the 
original, Gehenna.” 

ifere we learn that Christ descended in- 
to hell, which is said by you to be the plece 
where departed souls are kept from the hour 
of death to the day of judgment. So, 
then, it seems we are all to go to hell, for 
awhile, at least. If this is true some of 
the old prophets have already been long 
there, waiting for a trial and release. But 
in this one particular, the meaning of the 
word hell, we shall not differ so much as 
upon many other parts of the subject before 
us. 

You say it is properly called Hades, and 
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this you suppose to mean a hidden place ; 
and Lam glad to say you are correct inthe 
definition. The word is trom a, not, and 
eido, to see—and signifies the common res 
cepiacle of the dead, where all go, without 
distinction. Hades oecurs eleven times ‘a 





the new Pestament; and is,ia our common 
bible, rendered Aci, inevery place but one, 
viz. 2 Corinthians xv. 55. 

Phe ivllowing is the text: “ O death, 
where zs thy sting ¢ U grave, where is tay 
| victory :” Here Hades is rendesed grave, 
instead of bell, to Javor the doctfme of end- 
less punishment. Kender the word here 
aS it isin the other ten places, in the new 
Testament, and the passage would read, 
* O hell, where is thy victory ?” The term 
hell, then, has no longer any terrors, as it 
does not mean a place of punishment, but 
simply a hidden place, or the grave. 

You proceed to ask if “ the proper hell of 
torments” is calied J/ades, aud answer, 
“No; itis called in scripture, in the orig- 
inal, Gehenna.” flere is a discovery ! 
Are you ignorant, Sir, that Gehenna is the 
valley of Hinnon, in the vicinity of Jerusa- 
lem ¢ Whuathas your reading been, that 
you have not discovered this? Have yeu 
never read Le Clere, Lightfoot, Grotius, 
Ifammond, Newcombe, Clarke and Camp- 
bell ¢ Or examined Cruden’s Concordance, 
or Brown’s or Calmet’s dictionary of the 
Bible > Alas! it seems you have not, for 
if you had you would kuow they tell yon 
that Gehenna is a valley tear the city of 
Jerusalem, and was well known to all its 
inhabitants. Here in this valley, Tophet 
was built. This signifies, as you know, or 
should know, a kind of stove, in the form 
of an image, erected to Moloch, in Gehen- 
na, into which victims were put that were 
to be burned for sacrifice to that god.— 
There it was that Ahaz burat his children 
to Moloch ; and it was built by the chil- 
dren of Judah expressly to burn their chil- 
dren to the idols of superstition. Josiah de- 
filed this vatley of Hinnon, Gehenna, by 
casting all the filth of the city into it, in or- 
der to prevent such horrid deeds as_ super- 
stition caused parents to commit. Dead 
bodies were alse thrown there, when they 
were such as the Jaws or customs of the 
| people denied the rites ¢f burial. Te pre- 
| vent the evil effects of noxious vapors, aris- 
ling from such materials, a fire was kept 
| burning there to consume the filth, and as 
‘this was constantly kept ap, it was called 
lunguenchabic. Worms, also, constantly 
| inhabited the place, and crawled over these 
| dead bodies: hence Gehenna was called 
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the place where the worm dieth not, and 
the fire is not quenclied. 

If Gehenna is not apon this earth, how 
was it possible for the army of Sennacherib 
to be destroyed there ? 


beyond the surface of this globe ? 

In the new Testament, the word Gehen- 
na occurs in the following among other pas- 
sages: Matthew v. 22. “ But I say unto you 


that whosoever is angry with his brother’ 
without a cause, sba!l be in danger of the, 


judgment: and whosoever shall say to his 


Did this king of | 
Assyria send an army of seldiers any where ; 





A SERMON, 
Delivered at Buffalo, February 15, 
BY L. S. EVERETT. 


r? 


“ And now ubideth faith, hope, charity, 
these three; but the greatest of these te 
charity.”—1 Cor. xiit. 13. 

(Continued from page 46.) 

Agaiu.—The influence, which hope of a 
proper kind will have upon our minds, is 


great. It affords a foretaste of that state 
of joy and peace, which is known only to 


brother, Raea, shall be in danger of the | the christian. Although some may consid- 


council: but whosoever shall say, Thou | 
foul, shall be in danger of Gehenna.” Mark | 


ix. 43, 45, 47. “ And if thy hand offend 
the cut it off: it is better for thee to enter 
into life maimed, than having two hands to 
go into Gehenna—into the fire that never 
shall be quenched.” —*“ And ifthy foot af- 
fend thee cut it off: it is betrer for thee to 
enter halt into life, than having two feet to 
be cast into Gehenna—into the fire that 
never shall be quenched.” “ And if thine 
eye offend thee, pluck it out: it is better for 
tlie ‘o enter into the kingdom of God, with 
one eye, than having two eyes to be cast 
into Gchenna.” 

In these passages the word is rendered 
hell, or hell-fire, &c. and that too, you will 
admit, veryimpreperly. Will you pretend 
to say, Mr. Babcock, that in the texts | have 
quoted the word Gehenna means a place of 
torment in another state of existence ? Will 
you have people believe that the words I 
have copied from the Bible were meant to 
apply to a Heaven and a Hell, in a future 
state of existence ? Certainly you cannot 
ask it ; for the question would then occur 
how could cutiing off a hand or foot, or 
plucking out un eye, literally, effect. any 


thing to the purpose ? 


The valley of Hinnon, Gehenna, from 
the use that was made of it, was a place 
held in utter abhorrence by the Jews ; and 
they proverbially expressed any great and 
disgraceful punishment by Gehenna, or be- 
ing cast into the valley of Gehenna. | Al- 
tough the remark may be in some devree 
gratuitous, yet [g¢ innot forbear to observe 
that this word Cchennis was most unhap- 
pily fixed upon by you in this place 3 and 
that, too, for more reasons than one, as the 
xeader will readily see. | 

A UNIVERSALIST. 
( To be continued. ) 


By the laws of England all persons hol- 


‘~ ding office must partake of the Sacrament 


four times in each year. 





er that hope, which is enjoyed by the ex- 
perimental believer, as a kind of delusion, 
yet, even if it is so, | pray God to continue 
the dream, for were We to be divested of 
this comforter, the world would be but a 
wildergess, and philosophy a kind of wild 
beast, which would in this case, be cur 
greatest tormentor! If reason, philosophy, 
or the learning of the schools, should tend 
to destroy the hope of the christian 3 the 
one who has tasted of the divine consola- 
tions, which flow from faith in God and 
hope in his promises, would be wise in re- 
commending ignorance, and in cultivating 
the pleasing deception! QO, give us the 
hope of an incorruptible inheritance! O, 
vive us the faith that works by love and pu- 
rifies the heart; and all our troubles. shall 
be borne with patience, and all our sorrows 
shall be turned into joy! But, sweet as are 
the pleasures of hope, these dreams of 
future bliss, must come to an end. Like 
faith, the time will come, when all shall be 
consummated in an eternal, uafading reali- 
ty! ‘These christian exercises only serye 
to accompany the believer to the bed oi 
death, and to hold him up, as with an all- 
powerful arm, while the tyrant performs his 
work ; and then, tired with waiting for an 
everlasting resting-place; the spirit flies to 
the bosom of that God, who is the authot 
and finisher of both ! 

Thus we find, by brethren, that faith and 
hope, are well worth having. Nothing can 
be of more importance to ourselves while 
here than these exercises; but, there is 
one more noble virtue. These are well 
suited to our present condition; but these 
are only things, which cause us to act and 
feel like men. There is a virtue, which 
will raise us to the pinnacle of happi- 
piness—there is a something, which will 
transform us into the image of God—there 
is an exercise of the soul, which shall forey- 
er give a zest to the entertainments of hea- 
ven—there is an employment for worms ot 
the dust, bere on earth, which shall employ 
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‘torever and ever, the brightest armies of the 
eternal world!  Whatis it? It is chari- 
ty? It isnove! This brings me to the 
third and mosi important particular. “ The 
greatest of these is charity.” 
Ji. That charity, is a more noble virtue 
than hope in God, or faith in his promises, 
will not be denied 5 but, that it is the most 
godlike sentiment of which the intelligent 
soul is susceptible, is not strictly true.— 
Charity, when applied to our feelings to- 
wards our fellow-men, iimplies a different 
sentiment, than when used to express acts 
of benevolence. Strictly speaking, the hu- 
man heart is incapable of exercising charit- 
able or benevolent feelings towards God: 
He needs not its mantle, to hide a breach 
of faith, or a want of love towards his chii- 
dren! He is perfect in holiness and love— 
he is infinite in truth and justice, and needs 
not a veil for his merey, nor a covering for 
his compassion. Charity is also a thing of 
earthly extraction ; it is designed to happy- 
fy mortals, and to cement us together, by 
the ties of a forgiving spirit. Itis indeed a 
yirtue of the highest earthly character 5 and 
is worthy of the admiration of angels and 
men! Sut if we consider the cause, which 
renders necessary this noble exercise of the 
human heart, we shall find, that although it 


may justly be considered, as a greater yir- 
tue than either faith or hope, yet, notwith- 
standing its superiority, the time shail come, 
when even this shall have an end. — 

It is our sinfulness that renders It neces- 
sary to exercise charitable feelings one to- 


wards another. And to show the necessi- 
ty of it, I would ask, who is the one, that 
needs not its mantle to hide a multitude of 
sins? Jlowever near we may approximate 
10 a state of comparative perfection, yet, 
when our sins present themselves before 
our eyes in their true color, we shall feel 
desirous to ask the boon of charitable feel- 
ing. ‘ Remember not these things—treas- 
ure not up a catalogue of mine iniquities,” 
may be the petition of every humble and 
penitent soul! And, whenever this noble 
sentiment, is put in practice, it exalts to 
heaven in point of happiness, the one whose 
heart is warmed with its generous heat.— 
Figure to your imaginations, my brethren, 
the enviable situation of one, who, to a 
strong and active faith, and to a fervent 
lope in the promises has added charity 
towards his fellow beings. Fancy to your- 
selves, that you behold him engaged in the 
work of palliating the faults of his neighbor. 
for every foible he has an excuse: has his 
neighbor stepped eut of the path of recti-! 
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tude—he is heard to say, “no one liveth 
und sianeth not.” Does his enemy abuse 
him—he raises his eyes to heaven and Says, 
* kather forgive him.” Does he even be- 
hold the sinner engaged in the perpetration 
of an ignoble crime—he turns to the multi- 
tude and says, “ he that is without sin, let 
him casi the first stone!” In one word—he 
does to others, as he would have them da 
unto him, in exchange of cireumstances.— 
This is noble—this is truly great—this ig 
good—this is charity! Who for a moment, 
would harbor the idea, that this is not hap- 
pytyimg in the extreme? Every good man, 
approves the measure—every bad map, ace 
knowledges its excellence—and God him- 
seli sanctions a cultivation of charitable 
teelings, and a benevolent and forgiving 
tcuaper and disposition among his chil- 
dren, But when that glorious period 
arrives, “ when this mortal shall put on im- 
mortality—when this corruptible shall put 
un incorruption—when we shall be clothed 
with spiritualiiy—when we shall be raised 
in power and glory,” then, charity itself, 
shall be no longer needed to palliate our 
weakness ; for we ghall be like him who 
knew no sin; and spotless as the angels of 
heaven! Now, while we are tormented with 
sin, and shapen in iniquity; faith, hope 
and charity, ave necessary to uphold us ia 
our troubles, and to support us in death ; 
but, then, these vwtues willbe left behind, 
while a nobler exercise, will employ our 
tongues, and a more God-like sentiment in- 
spire onr hearts! Yes, when we awake in 
the image of our risen redeemer—when we 
are raised in the likeness of our God, thea 
‘wperfection shall be done away—our wants 
will be supplied, and charity may be re- 
membered, and an anthem chanted in hon- 
or of this child of virtue, but a sacred flame 
of LovE, will out-shine her brightest beams, 
and her presence will be no longer necessa- 
ry to cown the eternal felicities of heaven! 

“The correct definition of the word 
“ charity,” is “ love, to God and man. In 
compliance with this universally admitted 
fact, the translators of the “ Improved ver- 
sion of the New ‘lestament,” have render- 
ed our text thus—* And now remaineth 
faith, hope, fove—these three; but the 
greatest of these is love /” 

This translation of the text, according,te 
the common acceptation of the word,*¢har- 
ity,” is by far more correct than thatggf,our 
common Testament. For if my rea¥pming, 
jn regard to the duration of those causes 
which render charitable feelings necessary, 
be correct, there is in the translation ef the 
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received text an apparent inconsistency. 
In our context we havethese words, charity 
never faileth ; which if uaderstood to mean 
the exercise of a forziving d)sposition, can- 
not be strictly true. butif we take the prop- 
ex meaning of the word, as given by Batter- 
Worth, it dees not vary essentially from the 
improved rendering, and sacneneenes with 
all we know of the work which will employ 
our tongues in the world of spirits. We 
will now read our text as explained. * And 
now abideih faith, hope, and love to God 
and man—these three ; but the greatest of 
these is love to God and man.” 

Here, then, is presented a subject for con- 
sideration which might interest the feelings 
o! she spotless angels of heaven. It is un- 
bounded, and in truth, infinite.—It affords a 
theme which shall endure, when the heav- 
ens are rolled together as ascroll, and when 
gin, death and hell shall be forgotten! O 
that the half could be told”’—but while 


clogzed with “ dull mortality,” we must 
# Seo butin port, and know but part !” 

tye will content ourselves with a brief 
morce ove to God and man” —the foun- 
tain fro “ich it proceeds—its eifect, and 
its duratio Love, is an exereise of the 
sprocor soul. No sentiment can equal it 
in pority, when rightly applied 3 i brings 
inte oceton all the finer feelings of the heart, 
al urives from the soul ali meaner things. 


Chyis exercise of the mind may be con- 


gidcred under six different heads, viz. 1. 
Naturol, as expressed, Psa. 34.12. “What 


mani ‘Le that desireth life, and loveth ma- 


ny days that he may see good?” — 2, 
Conjucd, asin Eph. v.25. Husbands 
love you wives, even as Christ also loved 


the ciureh, and gave himself for it.” 3. 
Parental and filial as in Gen. xxii. 2. “Take 
‘thy son thine only son tsrac, whom 


thou lovest, and get thee uito tre land of 


Moria: ana oder himthere for a barnt- 
of eons upon one of the mountains which I 
wo rel thee oh 4 Spuitual, as God’s 
tove to his eh ldrea— The love of mankind 
C0 ff, iso our love oneof another. 5. 
C 1, ts expressed by Ammon to Jona- | 
diab, 2 Sam. xi 4. “Ttove Tamar my 
i ier Absalou’s sister.” 6. Wicked, 

in Rey. xaik 15. “& And without are dogs, 
and sorcerers &e. and whosoever loveth 
an‘! maketh a lie.” That bores which is 
greater than faith or hope, is evidently spir- 
it Sa exercise ofthis kind, inclines us | 
to dehoot Inan object 3 and we may sup- 
i isa propensity which our Creator 
to unplanted withta ihe breasts of his chil- 


dicen tor wise and good purpuses. 





from what fountain does this love proe 
ceed ? Ans. From God. Inasmuch as he 
is the giver ofevery good and perfect gift, 
we must conclude that love is from above, 
and cometh down from the Father of lights. 
Ii, then, God is the author of love, our sub- 
ject presents to our minds the cons«ling in- 
ference, that He is infinite in love. By a- 
dopting a course of reasoning in this case, 
which is universally approved in regard to 
other matters, we may satisfy ourselves that 
he loves all the works of his hands with the 
most perfect love 5 and also, that this love 
will secure ws from al! harm and render us 
the recipients of everlasting blessedness.— 
We say of ourselves, that we possess con- 
scious intelligence. We know that we live 
and move, and have an existence. This 
knowledge proves to us, that we possess 
intelligence. We know that our thoughts 
fly in a moment “ from the river to the ends 
of the earth? ‘This leads us to inyuire 


from whence comes this intelligence ? The 
question is setiied ina moment. It pro- 
ceeds from a superor inteilivence. From 


this train of ideas we form an opinion of 
our God, and ascribe to him infinite kgowl- 
edge and wisdom. 

Now let us apply the same kind of rea- 
soning to the case befureus. We cast an 
eye, orathought, at our neighbors, our 
friends, our companions or our children,and 
we feel a glow of friendship which instanta- 
neously ripens into love. We anx tiously 
watch every motion—feel every pain— 
sigh ai every tear, and weep at every wo, 
while a voice within us whispers, “ this is 
love /? From whence comes this endear- 
ing principle > Who made us to feel anoth- 
er’s wo ? Who gave us this desire to mine 
gle our tears with titose of our friends -— 
Who gave us this anxiety to impart our 
jeys to the partyers ef our bosonis, or the 
children of our affection > Who was it that 
thus distinguished us from the beasts of the 
field ? Who was it, I beg to know, that has 
so highly exalted us? Ans. God! But 
can he impart this siutlihe to us, when he 
does not possess it himself? No—never ! 

God himself cannot give that which he has 
not; Uiereture, “ God is lowe.” 

Here it may be remarked that no one can 
savingly know God, unless he has_ felt this 
sacred and divine sensation, And wemay 
add, that no ian, whose heart is frozen as 
with a perpetual winter can ever receive 
that indeser >: ble consolation which flows 
from the conclusion that God is love, until 
his ovn heart has been warmed by its rays. 
| Hence aa apostle, “ Lle that loveth not, 
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knoweth not God, ter God is love.” From 
this we wav conclude, that without the love 
of God shed abroad ia the heart, we can 


— — 


lowship to all who name with reverence the 
name of Christ—it is long suffering and is 
kind—it envieth not—it is not vaiiu—it is 


never (aste and enjoy that eternal lie which | not pufied up—it seeketh not its own—it is 


we ate informed is to know the living and, 
true God! But 1 am anticipating too fully | 
the 2d particular in our last general propo- | 
si ion ; which was to speak of the effect of ; 


Jove. 
As the nature of this God-like virtue is 


uniimited, so are its effects. Unlike sin, it 
shail live when death is dead, and its divine 
influence stall be felt when the kingdoms 
of this world shall have passed away, and 
wien ‘ne universe sball be consummated 
with untadiny glory ! 

lie who has ever felt the sacred ties of 
friendsiiip, can conceive of the happiness 
that will ever flow from an exercise of uni- 
versal iove! ‘The soul, which has learned 
the important lessen, that death is the re- 
ward of sin, and has felt the emptiness and 


vanit, * earthly things, has no doubt turn- 
ed to t:e Lavd and in him found a resting- 
place. fo sacha confident appeal may 


be mede 3 such will testify to the fact, that 
nothin» but a consciousness that God first 
Joved us, can afford substantial food for the 
aoul, ond that lasting peace, which can a- 
lone support us under die troubles incident 
to this life. Attae same time, those who 
can ius testify.c.n further say that a knowl- 
eve of the eternal truth that God leves e 
wenthe souls of simmers, never tails to hap- 
pily <he mind. This is not all, a knowledge 
of this truth sheds abroad love in the heart. 

Where, TE would ask, is the heart so cold 
and indifferent, as not to be warmed into a 
generous claw of love on hearing the glad- 
some assuranc?, that while we were yet sin- 
ners, in due time Christ died for us. Gra- 
cious heaven | how can we help loving not 
on'y God, but also all created intelligences! 
We cannot! Uniess our hearts are harder 
tha. the nether mill-stone ; on learning 
these wuths. we shou'd exclaim from the 
fulness of opr gratitude —* My Lord, and 
my God, how excellent is thy loving-kind- 
ness!? Time would fail, were [ to enue 
merate the blissfal conseguences which nev- 
er failto follew the exercise of love towards 
Ged and cnr fellow men ; suffice it to say, 
the: it affords peace, joy, and divine 
consolation 5 it enlarces the soul—it softens 
the asperities of our nature—it excites ° 
cesire to promete the honor and bappiness 
Or its ohject—"t begets a lively interest in 
the welfare of those around us—it unites us 
to our brethrea of the human family—it in- 
cuces us to extend the hind ef christian fel- 








not easily provoked—it deviseth not evil— 

it rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth to- 

gether with truth—it covereth all things— 

believeth all things—hopeth all things—en- 

dureth all things! These are a few of the 

good ediects of love towards God and man. 
( Concluded in our next.) 





RINGING THE BELL! 

Nothing but a sense of duty could induce 
us again to resume the following unpleasant 
subject. We say unpleasant, because it is 
always painiul to dwell upon the misdeeds 
of our neighbors: but necessity compels us, 
in this instance, to defend ourselves agaipet 
an unfounded accusation. 

On the 20th of June last we published 
a communication under the signature  G,.” 
containing a statement that the Rev. Deo- 
datus Babcock, the Episcopal clergyman 
of this village, had directed the bell ringer 
nut to ring the village bell for the meeting 
of Universalists in this place. The writer 
of that article and the facts it contained, 
were both known to us, and we therefore 
gave place to the statement. Soon after 
this publication, reports rceched us, from 
other towns, contradicting what we had 
printed, and denying the facts set forth by 
"4G. In consequence of these reports, we 
again adverted to the subject, on the 3d of 
October last, and stated the same facts, in 
substance, that “G.” had given. ‘This we 
hoped would prove sufficient, and supersede 
the necessity of again resuming the subject 
—but in this we were mistaken. We are 
now informed, upon authority which cannot 
he doubted, that two or three methodist 
preachers are traversing parts of the coun- 
try south of us, and continually telling the 
people that we have published a positive 
falschood, respecting Mr. Babeock; and 
they state that he never directed the bell ring- 
ernotto ring the bell for Universalist meet- 
ings. ‘This, of course, puts it upon usto prove 
our statement true ;and we have accordingly 
procured the following affidavit for that pure 
pose. 

State of New-York, 2 
Erie Couniy, ss. s 

Benjamin Caryl, of Buffalo, being duly 
sworn doth depose and say, that in the fore 
part of last summer, he was informed that 
the Rev. Mr. D. Babcock, the Episcopal 
clergyman of this village, had ‘nstructed 
the person employed to ring the bd} of the 
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‘bell ringer is as mucha matter of public no- 


| aes 
Line 
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‘sons, of acknowledged veracity} stand rea- 
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of the Universalist society. ‘That he im- 
mediately thereafter called upon the bell 
ringer and was by him informed, that he 
had been so instructed and directed by the 
said Mr. Babcock. That he then spoke 
with Mr. Babcock on the subject, who sta- 
ted to this deponent without any reserve, 
that he had given directions not to have the 
said bell rung for the purposes of the Uni- 
versalist society. And that he further sta- 
ted to this deponent, that the said bell was 


not the property of the citizens of the vil-_ 
lage, and that it belonged to and was the- 


property of St. Paul’s church. ‘Thai as 
the property of said church he had the right 
to control it, and that he should so far exer- 
cise his right, as to prohibit its being rung 
for the purposes of the said society. 
BENJAMIN CARYL. 
Sworn and subscribed before me, 
this 25th Feb’y, 1824, ¢ 
Srepuen G. AusTIN, 
Justice of the Peace. 
This document, we conceive, will be suf- 
ficient to put the subject at rest, and show 


how far vague reports are to be received! serves the title. 
Were it necessary we could pro-| that God’s name is Reverend. 


for truth. 





oy 


' . . . +4 . . 
village, not to ring the same for the meetings now done, and it remains for those whie 


have given us the lie direct, upon this sub- 
ject, to excuse themselyes and reconcile 
their misstatements as best they may. 
EDITOR. 
(Gr A SMALL REQUEST. 

Onur Brother Editors would confer a fat 
vor by omitting the werd REVEREND. 
affixed to the names of our Brethren who 
publicly advocate the truth. It will save 
us the trouble of expunging this word from 
all extracts we publish from their papers, 
when the names of ouy officiating brethren 
are introduced. We have conscientious 
scruples in this. No offence is intended, 
when we say, that we never knew a rever- 
ent preacher of the truth. If any of our 


_{brethren should persist in claiming a titla 


to distinguish them from others, that of Ma- 
jor or Captain, would be more apprupos 
than Reverend, while that of servant would 
be a more becoming title. In our $8th 
Number we expunged the word reverend 
where it occurred, afflxed to the names of 
twenty-five persons, not ove of whom de- 
The Scriptures assure us, 
We have 





eure several other affidavits to the same | yet to learn, that those men who profess to 
facts, from different perscns, to whom Mr. | be the meck servants of Christ, are author- 
Babcock made the like statements; but this | ized to covet titles; and to seize upon one 


; 


we deem unnecessary, as Mr. Caryl is a which is exclusive/y the property of JEHO- 


man of such veracity as, in our opinion, to 
render his testimony sufficient. If he has 
sworn to a falsehood, Myr. Babcock or his 
friends can easily convict him of it. 

Upon what authority the methodist 
preachers make their assertions we are not 
able to learn, though it is said—with what 
truth we know not—that Mr. Babcock has 
authorized the statement. This, though 
possible, is by no means probable ; for the 
fact of his having given such orders to the 


toricty here, as that he preaches in St. 
Paul’s church. The bell ringer has often 
told the story, and he still tells it, publicly, 
whenever asked; and several other per- 


dy to attest to the fact that they have heard 


j 


VAHL. It is quite too much for those who 
traduce God’s character, to rob him of his 
name ortitle. Well instructed scribes shoul4 
do better. 

Gospel Herald. 


From the Boston Universalist Magazint 
ANOTHER CONVERSION, 


We have recently received a letter from 
Mr, Geo. Lomas, who has been for 20 years 
a believer in Methodism, informing us that 
he has been publicly excommunicated fre 
the Methodist Church, for “preaching tH 
apposition to cternal punishment.” He 
has been for some time a local preacher, on 
Dutchess County circuit, N. Y. He informs 
us that heis an Universalist, and that he 





the statewent from Mr. Babcock’s own lips. 

Such are the facts of this extraordinary | 
ease, which has caused, as well it might, a. 
great degree of public excitement. . The | 
positive and repeated assertions of several 
methodist preachers have caused many to | 
doubt the truth of our statement respecting | 
Bir. Babcock and the bell; but we have al- | 
ways stcod ready to prove what we have 
published upon the subject. This we have 


preaches, and wishes to continue to preach. 
No fault was found with his conduct by the 
comunittee appointed to inquire into reports 
concerning him, aminute of whose proceet- 


‘ings we have received, 


ee 
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